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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)[C] Responsive to communication(s) filedon
2a)[0J This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)[J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11,453 0.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)X] Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5[ Claim(s) is/are allowed.
6)X' Claim(s) 1-25 is/are rejected.
7)1 Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
8)[] Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)] The drawing(s) filed on 24 March 2004 is/are: a)[X accepted or b)[_] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11) The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.
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DETAILED ACTION
Information Disclosure Statement
1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 09/26/2005. The
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the

information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner.

‘Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

3. Clalms 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

| Farrand (Pub # US 20030193619) in view of Liebenow (Patent # US 6131136).

As to claim 1, Farrand discloses an audio/video (A/V) component networking
system (Fig. 2a), comprising:

a sink component (e.g‘., distributed multimedia node 192; Fig. 2a) adapted to be
communicatively coupled between a source component (e.g., home media server 110)
and a presentation device (e.g., television 171) for displaying A/V program data and an
-~ A/V menu data stream associated with the source component on the presentation
device based on a user request transmitted from the sink component to the source

component (see paragraph 0062, 0064), the sink component adapted to one of a
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plurality of different types of communication networks (e.g;, wire or wireless network
interface) for obtaining thevA/V program data and the A/V menu data stream frbm the
source component (see paragraph 0059, 0061).

Farfand fails to discloses automatically select the communication networks.

Liebenow discloses automaticall_y selecting at least one of a plurality of different
types of communication networks (e.g., wire or wireless network) (see abstract).

Theréfore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the
time the invention was made to provide the automatically network switch as taught by
Liebenow to the home network system of Farrand because both of the functions are

performed without intervention by the user, and more easy to use (see col.2, lines 5-8).

As to claim 12, Farrand discloses an audio/video (A/V) component networking
system (Fig. 2a), comprisingz

means for transmitting (e.g., communication modules 240-245 communicating
other devices over network 190; Fig. 2b), via a sink component (e.g.; distributed
multimedia node 192; Fig. 2a) corhmunicatively coupled between a source component
and a presentation device (e.g., television 171), A/V program data and an A/V menu
data stream from the source component to the presentation device based on a user
request transmitted from the sink component to the source component (see paragraph

-0064; Fig. 2b);

Farrand fails to discloses automatically select the communication networks.
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Liebenow discloses means disposed on the sink component for automatically
selecting at least one of a plurality of different types of communication networks for
communicating between the sink component and the source component (e.g., wire or
wireless network) (see abstract).

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the
time the invention was made to provide the automatically network switch as taught by
Liebenow to the home network system of Farrand because both of the functions are

performed without intervention by the user, and more easy to use (see col.2, lines 5-8).

As to claim 17, this claim differs from claim 12 only in that claim 17 is method
whereas claim 12 is apparatus. Thus, claim 17 is analyzed as previously discussed

with respect to claim 12 above.

As to claim 2, Farrand discloses sink component (e.g., distributed multimedia
node 192; Fig. 2a).

Liebenow discloses automatically change from the selected type of
communication network to another type of communication network (e.g., wire or

wireless network) (see abstract).

As to claim 3, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink
-component comprises a registration module (e.g., network interface 605) adapted to
register a type of communication network for communicating with the source component

(e.g., home media server 110) (i.e., network interface 605 communicates with home




Application/Control Number: 10/808,136 Page 5
Art Unit: 2623 '

media server 110 through network 190, some initiation must make, such as
“handshake” (register a network for communication) to notify the home media server

110 in order to establish the connection) (see paragraph 0061).

As to claim 4, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, Wherein the sink
component comprises a registration module (e.g., network interface 605) adapted to
register the source component with the sink component (e.g., distributed multimedia
node 192) (i.e., network interface 605 communicates with home media server 110
through network 190, some initiation must make, such as “handshake” (register a |
network for communication) to notify both end in order to establish the connection) (see

paragraph 0061).

As to claim 5, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink
component is adapted to present to the user a listing of the A/V program data available

from the source component (see paragraph 0064).

As to claim 6, Farrand discloses the systém of claim 1, wherein the sink
component comprises a registration module adapted to register the presentation device
with the sink component (i.e., ASIC 620 outputting video and audio signals to different
devices, there is an identification (registration) for each device in order for the network

to notify it) (see paragraph 0061, 0082).
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As to claim 7, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink
component comprises a network manager (e.g., CPU 640; Fig. 6a) adapted to at least
one of a plurality of available types of communication networks based on a type of the
source component (e.g., if home media server 110 does not have wireless capability,
the sink component can only communicate with wire network) (seé paragraph 0061).

Liebenow discloses automatically selecting at least one of a plurality -of different

types of communication networks (e.g., wire or wireless network) (see abstract).

As to claim 8, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink
component comprises a network manager adapted to at least one of a plurality of
available types of communication networks based on a type of the A/V program data
(e.g., video data has higher bit rate, audio data has lower bit rate, for audio transmission
system can use a lower bandwidth network) (see paragraph 0121, 0122).

Liebenow discloses automatically selecting at least one of a plurality of different

types of communication networks (e.g., wire or wireless network) (see abstract).

As to claim 9, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink
component is adapted to present to the user on the presentation device a listing of the

A/V program data available from the source component (see paragraph 0064).
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As to claim 10, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink
component is adapted to decode the A/V program data for presentation on the
presentation device (e.g., MPEG-2 decoder 630 decodes data from home media server .

110) (see paragraph 0061).

As to claim 11, Farrand discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink
component is adapted to display to the user via the presentation device a menu
interface associated with the source component (e.g., the data from TV broadcasting or

mass storage device) (see paragraph 0064).

As to claims 13 and 18, they contain the limitations of claim 7 and are analyzed

as previously discussed with respect to claim 7 above.

As to claims 14 and 20, they contain the limitations of claim 8 and are analyzed

as previously discussed with respect to claim 8 above.

As to claims 15 and 21, they contain the limitations of claim 3 and are analyzed

as previously discussed with respect to claim 3 above.

As to claim 16, it contains the limitations of claim 4 and is analyzed as previously

discussed with respect to claim 4 above.
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As to claim 19, it contains the limitations of claim 2 and is analyzed as previously

discussed with respect fo claim 2 above.

As to claim 22, it contains the limitations of claim § and is analyzed as previously

discussed with respect to claim 5-above.

As to claim 23, it contains the limitations of claim 9 and is analyzed as previously

discussed with respect to claim 9 above.

As to claim 24, it contains the limitations of claim 10 and is analyzed as

previously discussed with respect to claim 10 above.

As to claim 25, it contains the limitations of claim 11 and is analyzed as

previously discussed with respect to claim 11 above.

Conclusion
4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to
applicant's disclosure.
Kou et al. (Pub # US 2002/0078293 A1) is cited to teach controlling home
network devices.

Gatto et al. (Pub # US 2002/0174444 a1) is cited to teach set top box with home

network capability.
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McCoskey et al. (Pub # US 2003/0028889 A1) is cited to teach aggregating

video in home network.

Inquiries

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Jun Fei Zhong whose telephone number is 571-270-
1708. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30-5:00 EST.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the e}xaminer’s
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
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7/25/2007 VIVEK SRIVASTAVA

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER
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